Labor Songs Oral Presentations

Each student will be assigned a labor song to analyze and present to the class.  The songs are from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.  We are analyzing the songs as a way to investigate the views of workers during the second industrial system, workers who have otherwise not left us a lot of primary sources.  No single song represents the opinions of the millions of people who made up the working class.  Nevertheless, the labor songs can be a source of insight.

Each student must include three points of analysis of the song’s lyrics in their presentation.  Each point of analysis should identify something the song teaches us about at least some working-class people and their lives.  You need a quote from the song to back up each point.  In your analysis, try not to simply rephrase the lyrics.  Dig deeper and read between the lines.

Presentations should be about 2 minutes.  Students who go significantly over the time limit will risk a grade reduction.  It is important to learn the skill of making presentations fit into the time slot you are allotted.

Students are not required to make a PowerPoint presentation (or other electronic presentation). The use of such technology can greatly enhance an oral presentation, however, so consider making one.  In the past, many students have used PowerPoints for this project.  They often include one quote from the song per slide.  The inclusion of historic (not current day) photographs often adds to the effectiveness of the slides.

Presentations will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· Inclusion of three points that each show sophisticated interpretation of the song and its meaning and shed light on working-class life during the second industrial system.
· Inclusion of three quotes, each of which well represents each point.
· Usefulness, clear and creative visual aids such as PowerPoint slides if they are used.  (They are not required.)
· Style: use of eye contact, clarity of speech, ease of communication, effectiveness as a public speaker, etc.  

Please do not include all of the lyrics of your song or lengthy quotes in your presentation as that will lead you to go over the time limit. 

If you intend to use a PowerPoint or other electronic presentation, please bring your computer to class on the day(s) of the presentations.  To project the PowerPoints and other electronic presentations onto the screen, students will be connecting their computer to the HDMI cable in the classroom.
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